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ND Cares Executive Committee Meeting Minutes
April 2, 2026, 10:30AM, Virtual
In Attendance:
Todd Remington, Steve Anderson, Pam Sagness, Lonnie Wagen, Brent Pharis, BG Huber, Kodi Pinks, Jonathan Ross, and Michelle Panos.
Absent:
David Becker
Opening
Todd Remington opened the meeting at 10:30 AM and the minutes from March 2nd were approved.
New Business
Executive Committee Updates
Chairman: Todd Remington introduced himself to the committee and talked about his background. He also attended the League of Cities Spring Workshop with Military Outreach Rep. Nikki Frolich and talked to cities about ND Cares. The Business Partner presentation to Altru and the Community Partner presentation to Bowman both went well. 
Co-Chair: Steve Anderson introduced himself to the committee and talked about his background. He reported that he has met with Military Outreach Rep Kelli Weiand and also assisted her at the Vietnam Veterans Day event.
NDDVA: Lonnie Wangen stated that he is gathering veteran-related legislation for the Legislative Council on April 24. Cap ND distributed $30,000 of the $500K homeless grant. The Fox Grant application will have a new process going forward and there will be some assistance with questions. The Freedom Riders is offering $15K for North Dakota veterans to attend the Desert Shield/Desert Storm memorial dedication on October 24th with potential scholarships of $1,500 per veteran. The NNDVA is partnering with the ND Historical Society on a generational “Heroes” site using Lonnie for use at the Military Museum. Jonathan Ross provided specific numbers regarding housing assistance, stating that $43,830.99 has been given out in housing assistance between the US and Cap ND. He also confirmed the number of veteran suicides for 2025 as 21 and for 2026 as 4.
Fargo VA: He highlighted that the VA healthcare system exceeded its voucher program goals last year, enabling them to accept vouchers from other locations and already showing expansion in this area. They are on track to open their new mental health outpatient building in the spring and are hoping to simultaneously cut the ribbon on their whole health and primary care building on the main campus. Additionally, they are expanding their CBOCs in Fergus Falls and Grand Forks by adding subspecialty services. A new building in Bismarck is slated to break ground this summer, which will triple their footprint there and serve as a referral capability for the western side of the state. Recruitment and retention of professional staff remain the biggest constraint and difficulty for the VA. Vet Fest is scheduled for June 17th at the main campus, with a focus on enrolling unenrolled veterans and addressing myths about using the VA. The go-live date for the Oracle new healthcare record system is May 
NDNG: BG Jackie Huber stated that the National Guard could assist Pam with the Tricare contract issue, offering to connect LTC Jay Sheldon. Nearly 60 soldiers were deployed to Washington D.C. for 90 days on a volunteer basis to support DC Safe and Beautiful, replacing soldiers from other states. Other Air Guard mobilizations are occurring globally. The North Dakota Military Commission was hosted in Grand Forks, focusing on military issues and the governor's initiative to make North Dakota military-friendly. April is Month of the Military Child, with a proclamation signing at Grand Forks Air Force Base on April 7th. Sexual Assault Prevention Awareness Month has ongoing awareness campaigns. Legislative events are starting in April to educate legislators on priorities for the next session. Memorial Day events will be held at the North Dakota Veterans Cemetery on May 25th. She also discussed the Freedom Riders' $15,000 donation for the Desert Shield/Desert Storm memorial dedication, suggesting Dwight Mossbrucker, a Desert Storm vet and Freedom Riders VP, initiated the idea to help North Dakota Gulf War vets attend the October 24th event. She confirmed that Shirley would be the lead for coordinating the Guard's involvement in the historical society's generational site project using “Heroes” data.
NDHHS (Behavioral Health); Pam Sagness reported on the expansion of jail tele-behavioral health services, now offering talk therapies in addition to assessments and medication management, with 18 jails participating and 2,121 services provided since July 2024 through December 2025. For opioid overdose prevention, 20,000 naloxone kits have been distributed since July, resulting in 504 known overdose reversals through February 2026. Underage drinking prevention efforts include distributing 244 forensic ID scanners statewide, which in Grand Forks identified 641 fake IDs in a six-month period. She also updated on the new state hospital construction, noting that they reimburse private hospitals for individuals who need care but lack a payer source, such as Medicaid when providers don't accept it. Since July 2025, 887 individuals have been supported, totaling 5,400 hospital days reimbursed. She is also overseeing CCBHC implementation, with criteria development at 83% completion, PPS implementation, clinic readiness, and state plan amendment for Medicaid reimbursement underway. A demonstration application was recently released to seek a higher federal match. Her department's top priority is securing a Tricare contract, which has been a struggle, and has been elevated to the Commissioner and Deputy Commissioner. She confirmed that the closure of Trinity in Minot is concerning, especially as new facilities like the 10-bed unit in Williston are still under construction, creating a gap in services in northwest North Dakota.
NDHHS (Health): Kodi Pinks reported that there were 21 veteran suicides in 2025, and 5 so far in 2026. She noted that there were 164 total suicides in 2025, an increase from 2024, and that drug overdoses in the state were also increasing, contrary to national trends. After April 30 they will have six years of completed data for deeper analysis. She highlighted the effort required for data collection, noting one case took 4 hours just for law enforcement reports, and that there is only one full-time person for this role, making it difficult to stay current without additional funding.
Army Reserve Ambassador: No Report
Old Business
Michelle Panos reported she is working on website ADA compliance by April 24th, which is taking up significant time. YouTube videos will be marked private until she can confirm all closed captioning is correct. She is also collaborating with the Suicide Prevention Office on recommendations from mortality review committees. A working group focuses on training and education for healthcare providers and school personnel, identifying associations like the Medical Association, Psychiatric Society, Nurses Association, Hospital Association, and school associations to distribute information and present at conferences. Her next action item is to develop talking points for these contacts. She is also preparing the data book for the legislative session, noting the need for ADA compliance and requesting information from partners, including Cody Pinks' staff who provided two pages of suicide data previously and mentioned tracking the number of people using COMPACT Act to access crisis care. She talked about the 30-second video for the Star Behavioral Health Program's and there has been a significant increase in people completing training from 275 to 316. Lastly, she discussed postponing the next meeting to May 14th due to Lonnie's board meeting where many on this committee will be speaking.
Upcoming Events
Todd called attention to the events listed below:
1. FirstLink Trainings
1. Star Behavioral Health Providers Training
1. ND Brain Injury Network Events
1. CorVent Clay Classic (Fisher House): Oct 4, Horace
1. Conversations between Corners (Virtual): Oct 14
1. North Central Veterans Stand Down: Oct. 16, Armed Forces Reserve Center, Minot
1. ND Hospital Association Conference: Oct 22, West Fargo
1. Behavioral Health Conference: Oct 20-23, Bismarck Event Center 
1. AFSP Suicide Bereavement Facilitator Training (Virtual): Oct. 24-Oct 26
1. NDSU Bison Military Appreciation Day: Nov 1, Fargo Dome (vs Youngstown State)
1. ND Cares Coalition Mtg (Virtual): Nov 6
1. Safety Planning Training: Virtual, Nov 11 
1. ND Governors Challenge Virtual Team Meeting: Nov 12
1. ACOVA: Nov 14-15, Fargo
1. Military Couples Relationship Retreat: Nov 14 & Nov 16, Grand Forks
Next Meeting
The next Coalition meeting is November 6, and the Executive Committee meeting is May 14.
The meeting ended at approximately 11.10 a.m.
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